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Subject: On the testing and cases issue.... \Q %)
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Key message has to be: O @

There is a rise in cases due to testing and also simultaneously due to the relaxing of resﬁ&ion&ss social distancing.
We always knew as you relax and open up, cases will rise...but what type of cases? If es@ore we will find
more...but are the new cases problematic??? That’s the key....we also know that vir@des te constantly and
spontaneously but the mutation is often to a much milder versions...so are we se incfeased cases as social distancing
increases but milder illness not needing as much emergency care as before???sthe @s weakening in lethality?
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The aspect to watch is not the rise in testing, but C/) \Q
@ >
1) Positivity rate (positives)...is it flat? Is it under 10% (threshold r@)dlng down as testing goes up oris it
increasing? How is the trend in the rate over time? Increasu y rate means spread...that’s a concern.

actually who get admitted. Is it for COVID??? Or you are r COVID but admitted for something else?
COVID was not an issue

3) Are cases asymptomatic, mild illness needing no Sﬁ? r than home care (stay home, get rest), or more
a ?

2) Hospitalizations....but critical is ICU use...not just an em@ ..not those who go to emergency but
o

serious illness needing hospitalization and respir rt???
4) ICU bed use...is it on the rise?
5) Oxygen support/respiratory support...is it on&e rlsq%
6) Ventilator use...is it on the rise? O Q
7) Deaths...is it on the rise?

We need also to tout the good stories as we@wg@derly with serious conditions who get it and survive...this is key to
tell...

We also need to tell that seasonal influenza™kil Q@D infants and children per year in US...200...much more lethal than
COVID as thus far, we have 3 deaths th uestion as if due to COVID in kids in US....this tells us the pathogen is
not that lethal as if it were, would i tc%’ren more. This is how we have to think of it.

%)
LN

Dr. Paul E. Alexander, PhD
Senior Advisor to the Assistant @eta@
For COVID-19 Pandemic Poli
Office of the Assistant Secrefary oﬂ@olic Affairs (ASPA)
US Department of Heaith@% H@dn Services (HHS)
Washington, DC Q\

SSCC-0007182





